Adamson: Acne Scrofulosorun, Case of Acne Scrofulosorum. By H. G. ADAMSON, MNI.D.
THE patient was a young woman aged 25. At the age of 12 she had suffered from an abscess in the neck. The eruption had been present about three months. The lesions were scattered, without any tendency to grouping, over the backs of the elbows, forearmiis, and hands. They consisted of (a) hemp-seed-sized, firli, dusky red nodules, not painful nor tender; some were hair-centred, others not; a few showed a small crust at their summlit; (b) shallow pigmented scars, obviously the remiiains of former papules which had crusted. Patient's fingers were cold, and she stated that she always had chilblains in the winter, but what she called chilblains were dusky indolent nodules without itching and with a tendency to central crusting and subsequent scar-in fact similar, though somewhat larger, lesions to those on the forearms. Below the jaw on the left side was an enlarged gland, and alongside an old scar, but there was no evidence of tuberculosis of the lungs or elsewhere.
Dr. Adamson also showed microscopical sections of lesions from five other cases of acne scrofulosorum (or small nodular tuberculide), which had been under the care of Dr. Colcott Fox. The sections showed a circumscribed cellular infiltration deeply seated in the cutis, and involving a sweat duct or a hair follicle, or both. The infiltration was imiade up of (a) mononuclear round-cells (lym1lphocytes) around the bloodvessels, and (b) epithelioid cells (young connective tissue cells) occupying the main part of the lesion, with, in three of the sections, an occasional giant-cell. There were no polynuclear leucocytes, except towards the apex of one nodule which had broken through the epidermis. The case belonged to the group of eruptions now generally known as " small nodular or acneiform tuberculides" or toxi-tuberculides, and formerly described in this country (by Colcott Fox, Radcliffe Crocker, Pringle, and others) as acne scrofulosorum. These, or closely sillmilar eruptions, had been described also under various other titles, such as hidradenitis destruens suppurativa (Politzer), spiradenitis suppurativa disseminata (Unna), granulonme innomine (Tenneson), &c., and the terms " acnitis" and " folliclis " had been invented by Barthelemy to distinguish regional varieties. But since all these eruptions showed the same histological structure, and as all were now regarded as small nodular tuberculides, only differing in size and situation, it seemed better to use one term for them all, either the original name " acne scrofulosorum " (Colcott Fox), or " small nodular tuberculide" (Darier).
Case of Vascular Neevus of Unusual Type. By H. G. ADAMSON, M.D.
THE patient was a little girl aged 7, who had been kindly sent to the exhibitor by Mr. R. C. Elmslie from his clinic at the Metropolitan Hospital. A " red mark," of the size of a threepenny-bit, had been noticed at birth on the right arm close to the anterior fold of the axilla. When the child was 2 years old this patch began to increase in size. There was now, occupying the dome of the axilla and extending across the anterior fold on to the arm, a red, sharply inargined patch, with a slightly raised and festooned margin. At first sight the lesion suggested an erytheinatous patch with an cedematous advancing edge, but the history of gradual extension since birth negatived this view. No dilated blood-vessels could be detected, even with a lens. On pressure most of the redness disappeared, but some brownish stain remained. Passing across the anterior fold of the axilla was a fine, cord-like swelling, buried in the red patch, possibly a large blood-vessel. A section prepared by Mr. Elinslie had made the diagnosis clear, viz., that of vascular nawvus, though the vessels present were many of theni evidently new-formed, and others still in process of formation. Mr. Elinslie had reported that the sections showed some small patches. of cells in the sub-epithelial tissue (endothelial cells), enclosing tiny capillaries with thick wall, and containing very little blood. These patches were scanty, but they were evidently of the nature of vessels, so that the condition must be regarded as a nevus.
Case of Syphilitic Eruption in a Man, with Psoriasis. By S. E. DORE, M.D. THE patient, a painter, aged 42, who had suffered from attacks of psoriasis, recurring every spring and autumn, since he was 8 years of age, presented an extensive eruption in the usual situations and with the usual characters of psoriasis. Five weeks ago he had an outbreak of lesions which he thought were of the same nature, but which were
